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1. SAG HAS IDENTIFIED THE PRISONER WHO FELL TO HIS DEATH 

FROM SECURITY POLICY HEADQUARTERS IN PORT ELIZABETH ON JULY 10. 

AS LUNGILE TABALAZA, 20, OF NEW BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP ON THE 
OUTSKIRTS OE PORT ELIZABETH. ACCORDING TO MINISTER OF JUSTICE, 
POLICE AND PRISONS, JIMMY KRUGER, TABALAZA WAS ARRESTED AT 
HIS HOME ON JULY 10 BY UNIFORMED POLICE WHO SUSPECTED 
HIM OF PARTICIPATING IN TWO ROBBERIES PLUS PETROL BOMB ATTACKS 
ON VEHICLES AND ARSON. KRUGER POINTED OUT THAT TABALAZA 
WAS ARRESTED UNDER THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE ACT (, AND NOT 
DETAINED UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT, AND ADDED THAT HE WOULD HAVE 
BREN CHARGED WITHIN 48 HOURS (AS REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 50 OF 
THE CPA). ACCORDING TO KRUGER, TABALAZA JUMPED TO HIS 
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DEATH AFTER BEING TURNED OVER TO THE SECURITY POLICE 
AND THERE WERE NO PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS OF ANY 
MISTREATMENT OR TORTURE. KRUGER SAID AN OFFICER OF 
MAJOR-GENERAL'S RANK WILL IMMEDIATELY INVESTIGATE THE 
CASE AND AN INQUEST WILL BE HELD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

KRUGER REJECTED OPPOSITION CALLS FOR HIS RESIGNATION AND 
SAID THAT IT WAS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO PREVENT A MAN BENT 
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ON COMMITTING SUICIDE FROM DOING SO. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT IN 1976, FORTY PRISONERS COMMITTED SUICIDE IN FRANCE. 

2. PRESS AND POLITICAL FIGURES CONTINUE TO REACT 

TO THIS LATEST PRISONER DEATH. JULY 12 EDITORIAL IN THE 
BLACK ORIENTATED "POST" CALLED EOR INDEPENDENT INQUIRY 
INTO TABALAZA'S DEATH; "RAND DAILY MAIL" EDITORIAL SAID 
FAULT LAID WITH SAG FOR NON-ACTION IN BIKO CASE, 

WHICH OCCURRED IN SAME PLACE UNDER SAME RESPONSIBLE 
OFEICIALS. JULY 12 EDITORIAL IN PRO-SAG "CITIZEN" 

LASHED OPPOSITION PARTIES AND PRESS FOR EXPLOITING 
TABALAZA'S DEATH AND HARMING SOUTH AFRICA'S "GOOD NAME" 

ABROAD. "CITIZEN" EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER LOSS OE LIFE OF 
PRISONER AND ASKED WHY POLICE HAD NOT MADE ARRANGEMENTS 
TO PREVENT A POSSIBLE SUICIDE BID BY INSTALLING BARS IN 
THE WINDOW. CALLS FOR THE REPEAL OE SECTION 6 OE THE 
TERRORISM ACT, THE RESIGNATION OF KRUGER, AND FOR 
AN INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION OF THE TABALAZA DEATH WERE 
HEARD FROM COLIN EGLIN, HELEN SUZMAN AND SELMA BROWDIE, 

OF THE PEP, AND LEONARD MOSALA OE THE COMMITTEE OF TEN. 

CRITICISM WAS ALSO VOICED BY THE LEADERS OF THE NEW 
REPUBLIC PARTY AND SOUTH AFRICAN PARTY. JULY 10 AFRIKAANS 
MORNING PRESS PRESENTED RELATIVELY STRANIGHTFORWARD AND 
BALANCED ACCOUNT OF TABALAZA'S "TRAGIC" DEATH. 

3. COMMENT: KRUGER'S CONSTRAINED PUBLIC REACTION IS 
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MARKEDLY DIFFERENT FROM THE MANNER IN WHICH HE HANDLED THE 
BIKO AFFAIR. THE MINISTER'S EFFORTS TO PORTRAY TABALAZA 
AS A COMMON CRIMINAL AND DISTANCE HIM FROM ANY POLITICAL 
INVOLVEMENT FAILS TO EXPLAIN WHY TABALAZA WAS TURNED OVER 
TO THE SECURITY POLICE. THIS LATEST DEATH IN PORT ELIZABETH 
HAS OF COURSE, REVIVED MEMORIES OF THE STEVE BIKO AFFAIR AND FURTHER 
REINFORCED THE VIEW AMONG BLACKS AND MANY OTHER OBSERVERS 
HERE THAT THE PORT ELIZABETH SECURITY POLICE ARE AMONG THE MOST 
BRUTAL IN SOUTH AERICA. 

EDMONDSON 
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